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the time which he now spent in the vicinity of his late battle-
field was no doubt devoted to political questions, the favorable
solution of which could be better brought about by not for
the moment risking his present unquestioned military suprem-
acy. He was negotiating with the larger cities, and it was
but a short time before Capua, the second city of Italy, cast
in her lot with him. Such a triumph had much more value
than the destruction of another consular army. Hannibal
knew the fact and worked hard for this very end.

Hannibal had two things to hope for: reinforcements from
Spain and the disaffection of the allies. The first had been
rendered largely nugatory by the successes of the Scipios, and
the other seemed unattainable. Carthage had done something
to aid Hannibal, but he was not to expect much. This he
had known from the beginning, though he had placed entire
reliance on aid from Spain. Carthaginian fleets were busy
threatening the Italian coast and keeping Koman fleets away
from Africa. There was as yet no port of disembarkation
for Carthage in Italy. For many years the Barcine generals
had made war in Spain self-supporting, and Carthage would
expect the same now in Italy. Hannibal's resources, though
well husbanded, had begun to dwindle, his veterans grew
fewer, his men failed to get their pay. But Cannae stirred
up the Carthaginian senate, which resolved to aid the war
both in Spain and Italy.

A treaty was made with Macedon to land an army in
Italy, Philip hoping by such means to regain Epirus; and
Hiero of Syracuse being dead, the new king joined the
Carthaginian cause.

Now was the chance for Carthage if ever. If she could
have looked at the matter broadly, and not through the eyes
of political envy; if she could have concentrated in southern
Italy the easily raised thousands of good African foot andhelming defeat of the Romans, the
